[Inhibitors of angiotensin-converting enzyme and processus of intima proliferation in atherosclerosis].
The renin angiotensin system is a negative feed-back system of blood pressure control. A number of concordant experimental and clinical results indicate that the angiotensin family has a trophic effect on the vessel wall. These properties of the angiotensins favorise the proliferation of the cells which make up the vessel wall and also amplify the vascular dysfunction in the absence of the inhibitory regulations. Angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitors could be a valuable therapeutic method of counteracting these deleterious effects on the composition and function of the vessel wall.